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Project title

________________________________________________

Retail organization
________________________________________________ 

Contact information
________________________________________________

Retail Website

________________________________________________

Solution provider(s)
________________________________________________

Provider(s) Website
________________________________________________

Submitter’s Information

Name


________________________________________________

Title


________________________________________________

Company

________________________________________________
Street


________________________________________________

City, State, Zip
________________________________________________

Country

________________________________________________

Telephone
            ____________________  Fax  _______________________

e-mail


________________________________________________
Innovative Solution:  (this information may be submitted in attachments)
Provide a short description of the project:
Who is the user of the solution?

What was the primary business challenge?

What are the benefits of the solution?

Detailed description of the solution: (Concept, technology, equipment, process, time frame)  
How does this solution achieve an innovative contribution to retail?

You can submit up to five images, PowerPoint and or a video of the important aspects of the Innovative project.

I herewith confirm that the information provided in this nomination is accurate to the best of my knowledge.  The retailer and the solution provider agree to the nomination of the solution.  I am available for further questions and details.  The information will be held by the IBM Retail User Group and will only be used for the Innovation Award process and will not be passed on to third parties.  The IBM Retail User Group reserves the right to issue a post conference press release announcing the recipient of the award after participant’s approval of the content.
_____________________________

________________________________

Printed name & date




Signature
IBM Retail User Group, 2012 Retail Innovation Award (cont.)
Innovation has been driving competitive advantage in retail for over a century; however, in these times of rapid change it has never been more important.  According to Wikipedia, the classic definitions of innovation include:

The process of making improvements by introducing something new
The introduction of something new. (Merriam-Webster Online)

A new idea, method or device. (Merriam-Webster Online)

The successful exploitation of new ideas (Dept of Trade and Industry, UK).

Change that creates a new dimension of performance Peter Drucker (Hesselbein, 2002)

Judging criteria will be based on these definitions and on creativity and uniqueness with the ability to enhance retail elements such as: 
Consumer experience 

Reduce the cost of doing business

Speed up the processes
Provide a competitive advantage
The retailer using the solution must be a member of the IBM Retail User Group as March 30, 2012.  The solution provider must be an associate member of the IBM Retail User Group as of March 30, 2012.

General Rules and Information
1. Nominations of a Retail Member’s innovative solution must be in hand by close of business March 30, 2012.

2. Nominations may be submitted by any Retail, Associate or Professional member of the IBM Retail user Group. A member may nominate their own solution.
3. Nominations may include solutions in any category of retail.  All nominated solutions must have been deployed in a test store/location by March 30, 2012.

4. The Board of Directors will evaluate all nominations and select finalists prior to the Annual Conference.
5. The finalists must be able to provide a PowerPoint presentation of their solution, to be displayed at the Annual Conference.

6. Finalists will be notified prior to the conference and announced at the conference

7. Information about the finalists will be set up in the Exhibit Hall at the Conference with a ballot box.  Ballots will be in your registration packet.
8. The Retail attendees at the Annual Conference will vote on the final candidates.

9. The votes will be tallied on Tuesday evening, May 22nd of the 2012 Conference.

10. The winning Retailer will be announced and the Outstanding Retail Innovation Award presented to the Retailer and the solution provider on Wednesday, May 23rd.

You may download the Nomination form from the Web site.     

For more information visit www.ibmretailug.org or contact Erv Jones at:

(440) 238-5880 or erv.jones@roadrunner.com.
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